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Montana Driver Education and Training 

M 2.1 Preparing to Drive Checklist  

PRE-DRIVE CHECKLIST 
DRIVER READINESS 
 Alert, focused and calm 
  
APPROACHING THE VEHICLE 
 Tires 
 Fluids - on ground near vehicle 
 Glass – windows & windshield clear 
 Lights 
 Check inside - look in back seat 
 Stow gear in trunk 
  
ENTERING THE VEHICLE 
 Lock doors 
 Seat adjust 
 Mirrors adjust 
 Seat belts on – driver & all passengers 
 Ignition 
 -- Foot on brake to start 
 -- Warning lights 
 -- Fuel level 
 -- Temperature 
 -- Oil pressure 
 Lights on 
 Accessories: wipers, ventilation, 

radio/music, etc.  
  
READY TO DRIVE 
 Foot on brake 
 Shift to drive or reverse 
 Parking  brake released 
 See a clear path before moving 
 Signal intentions 
 Release foot brake and go 
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